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issues amidst growing economic 
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 NHRC DEFENDS 2024 BUDGET, PROPOSES INCREASED ALLOCATION 
FOR 2025 TO TACKLE EMERGING HUMAN RIGHTS CHALLENGES

Speaking during the session Chaired and 

Co-Chaired by Senator Adegbomire 

Adeniyi SAN Chairman Senate Committee 

on Judiciary, Human Rights and Legal 

Matters and Hon Peter Makinde, Chair 

NHRC REPORTS OVER 2 MILLION COMPLAINTS ANNUALLY 
FREEDOM FROM DISCRIMINATION SUFFERS THE MOST 

he National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) has released 
a report detailing the alarming T

scale of human rights violations across 
the country. This was made known at the 
presentation of the December 2024 
Human Rights Dashboard in Abuja 
Tuesday.
According to the report which was 
presented by the Senior Human Rights 
Adviser to the Executive Secretary Mr, 
Hillary Ogbonna, as at December 2024, 
the Commission has received over two 
million complaints, underscoring the 
persistent challenges to human rights 
protection in Nigeria. 
Meanwhile, there was a noticeable 10% 
decrease in the number of complaints 
from November to December, 2024.
The report paints a disturbing picture of 
the diverse range of human rights abuses 
plaguing the nation. The violations 
include infringements on freedom of 
expression, assembly, and association. 
Violation of the right to freedom from 
discrimination was recorded as the 
highest, followed by violation of the 
rights to human dignity. 
 Highlight of the report also include: Child 
abandonment;  a t tacks  on law 

enforcement 
p e r s o n n e l ;  
discrimination; 
s exua l  and  
gender-based 
v i o l e n c e ;  
suppression of 
civic space; 
a n d  t h e  
e s c a l a t i n g  
v i o l e n c e  
s t e m m i n g  
from banditry.
The  r e po r t  
f u r t h e r  
highlights a 
r a n g e  o f  
v i o l a t i o n s ,  
including mass casualties during food 
distribution events, a disturbing trend of 
killings and abductions in the North West 
and North Central regions and pervasive 
sexual violence against children. 
Adding to the complexity of the situation, 
the NHRC flagged the emergence of a 
new terrorist group, Lakawura, operating 
in the North West, posing further threats 
to already vulnerable communities.
“The emergence of new threats, such as 
the Lakawura terrorist group, highlights 

the evolving landscape of human rights 
challenges in the country. We must 
remain vigilant and proactive in our 
efforts to protect the rights of all 
Nigerians.” Mr. Ogbonna said.
While the NHRC recorded 355,726 
complaints in December, a 10% decrease 
from November, the sheer volume of 
complaints received throughout the year 
paints a worrying picture. 
In a significant shift, the December data 
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during 2025 budget defence at the National Assembly
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House of Representative Committee on 

Human Rights, the Executive Secretary of 

the Commission, Dr. Tony Ojukwu, OFR, 

SAN, provided a comprehensive breakdown 

of the Commission's ? 5 billion allocation for 

2024. He revealed that the budget achieved 

a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  9 9 . 9 9 9 %  

implementation rate, which included the 

construction and completion of eight state 

off ices across the country.  This 

achievement, he emphasized, was 

remarkable given the Commission's limited 

resources.

The Executive Secretary further outlined 

the Commission's proposal for a ? 8 billion 

budget for 2025, representing an increase 

from the previous year. The proposed 

budget aims to address emerging human 

rights challenges such as terrorism, 

communal conflicts, insurgency, natural 

disasters like floods, and the rising cost of 

operations due to inflation and an increased 

payroll.

“The proposed budget will strengthen the 

Commission's capacity to address pressing 

human rights issues in Nigeria,” Dr. Ojukwu 

stated. 

Additionally, the proposal includes funding 

for the establishment of more human 

rights offices across the country to improve 

access to the services of the Commission, 

especially in states where our services are 

not adequate. These efforts, according to 

the Executive Secretary, are essential for 

e n h a n c i n g  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  

independence and effectiveness.

“This proposed budget reflects our 

determination to create a more inclusive 

and just society,” Dr. Ojukwu said. “It will 

enable us to expand our reach, respond 

swiftly to human rights violations, and 

engage effectively with communities to 

promote awareness and accountability.”

Before ending his presentation, Dr. Ojukwu 

appealed to lawmakers to consider 

increasing the proposed budget from ? 8 

billion to ? 19.55 billion. He explained that 

the growing volume of complaints, over 2 

million annually and the cost of 

investigating each case is straining the 

Commission's resources.

“For instance, investigating a single case 

costs approximately ? 8,000. To investigate 

2 million cases effectively, the Commission 

would require ? 16 billion. The current 

allocation of ? 8 billion is grossly inadequate 

to meet this demand,” Dr. Ojukwu argued. 

Members of the Joint Committees 

commended the NHRC for its strategic 

focus and commitment to its mandate. 

While some lawmakers sought clarifications 

on specific aspects of the proposal, which 

the Executive Secretary addressed, some 

consequently raised their concerns.

If approved, the proposed allocation would 

represent a critical step towards addressing 

persistent human rights challenges in 

Nigeria, including gender-based violence, 

child rights violations, and police brutality, 

public inquiries on various investigative 

panels, etc.

he National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) has rescued 
two female minors who fled from T

their guardians after suffering alleged 
abuse, torture, and degrading treatment. 
These incidents, which took place 
between January 13 and 15, 2025, 
underscore the urgent need for parents 
to reconsider sending their children away 
as domestic workers, a practice fraught 
with risks of exploitation and severe 
mistreatment of already vulnerable 
minors.

The first victim, an 11-year-old girl, 

endured abuse while living with her 

guardian in Kubwa, a suburban area in 

the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 

Abuja. Just three days after being 

brought into her new home, she was found 

fleeing from Kubwa to Gwagwalada, where 

her biological parents reside. A good 

Samaritan alerted NHRC staff member 

Jenny Torhee to the distressing situation. 

After hearing the girl's ordeal, the case was 

promptly reported to the Kubwa Police 

Station. The Divisional Police Officer (DPO) 

invited both the girl's father and guardian 

for questioning, and following an amicable 

resolution, she was reunited with her 

father.

The second victim, a 15-year-old girl, 

managed to escape with her belongings to 

a kiosk after suffering severe maltreatment 

at the hands of her guardian, whom she 

referred to as her "uncle." She recounted 

enduring relentless beatings, flogging, and 

other forms of abuse over the three years 

she lived with him. Once again, Mrs. Torhee 

was alerted to the case by the kiosk owner, 

and the girl was swiftly taken to a shelter 

while the NHRC launched an investigation.

 Shockingly, the girl's mother, who had sent 

her alone from the eastern region of the 

country to Abuja when she was just 12 

years old, was unaware of the suffering her 

daughter had endured. The Commission 

summoned the guardian and his wife for 

questioning. While he expressed regret and 

pledged to change, the NHRC insisted that 

the girl be reunited with her mother to 

ensure her safety and well-being.

The NHRC stresses the imperative need to 
protect children from all forms of abuse, 
drawing on the provisions of the Child 
Rights Act (CRA) of 2003 and other human 
rights frameworks. The Act explicitly 
prohibits physical and emotional violence 
against minors, with Section 14 banning 
the use of violence and Section 21 
forbidding abusive language and 
intimidation. The Commission urges 
parents to prioritize their children's welfare 
and avoid placing them in situations where 
their fundamental rights may be violated. 
The NHRC remains steadfast in its 
commitment to safeguarding children's 
rights and ensuring justice for victims of 
abuse.

NHRC RESCUES TWO MINORS FROM ABUSE, WARNS AGAINST 
SENDING CHILDREN AS DOMESTIC HELPS

 NHRC DEFENDS 2024 BUDGET, PROPOSES INCREASED ALLOCATION  FOR 2025 TO TACKLE EMERGING HUMAN RIGHTS CHALLENGES
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NHRC REPORTS OVER 2 MILLION COMPLAINTS ANNUALLY FREEDOM FROM DISCRIMINATION SUFFERS THE MOST 

reveals that the South-South region 
reported a higher number of human rights 
violations than the traditionally more 
volatile Northern states. 
This change signals a potential shift in the 
patterns of human rights abuses, requiring 
closer scrutiny and targeted interventions.
Earlier in his opening remark the Executive 

Secretary of the Commission, Dr Tony 

Ojukwu OFR, SAN stated that the data 

collected by the NHRC is crucial for 

understanding the scope of human rights 

violations and informing government and 

security responses.
 “This surge in complaints is not just a 

number; it represents real people, real 

lives, and real violations of fundamental 

human right,”.
 “It underscores the urgent need for a 

collective and concerted effort to address 

these systemic injustices and strengthen 

accountability mechanisms.” He added.
According to a representative from the 

office of the UN Resident and 

H u m a n i t a r i a n  C o o r d i n a t o r  i n  

NigeriaEsther Sama the NHRC's data 

p rov ides  v i ta l  i n fo rmat ion  fo r  

policymakers, security agencies, and civil 

society organizations working to address 

the root causes of human rights violations 

and  ensure  accountab i l i ty  fo r  

perpetrators. 

NHRC EBONYI OFFICE STEPS IN AS MAN KILLS 
WIFE IN BRUTAL BEATING

he Ebonyi State Office of the 
National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) has taken decisive action in T

the case of a woman allegedly killed by her 
husband, referring the matter to the State 
Command of the Nigeria Police Force for a 
comprehensive investigation and legal 
proceedings to ensure justice is served.
The NHRC State Coordinator, Onyekachi 
Okorie who reported the alleged beating 
to death of the woman by her husband to 
the Police also attended the burial 
ceremony of the deceased woman.
Prior to the burial, the coordinator 
collaborated with relevant stakeholders in 
the State to ensure the arrest of the 
suspect who is currently remanded in 
prison custody from where he attends his 
trial for wilful homicide.
According to the Coordinator, the burial 
was marked with emotional moments as 
the little children of the deceased wept 
uncontrollably as they witnessed the sad 
event confirming that they have been 

untimely rendered motherless by their 
own father.
 The event was attended by the Police, the 
Judiciary, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Health, the Media, 
Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) and 
other agencies and organisations who are 
stakeholders in the fight against gender 
violence and other human rights 

violations.
The burial presented a veritable 
opportunity to sensitise the mourning 
community on the need to jettison all 
forms of Sexual and Gender-Based 
Violence (SGBV), which has severally 
resulted in the untimely deaths of many 
citizens.
The Commission calls on all citizens to 
take a stand against violence and uphold 
the laws that protect our society. The 
government has taken significant steps to 
combat violence, including the enactment 
of the Violence Against Persons 
Prohibition (VAPP) Act, 2015, which 
serves as a crucial legal framework to 
safeguard individuals from all forms of 
violence.

 The Commission also urges everyone to 

be aware of their rights, report violations 

its toll-free line 6472, and support efforts 

to ensure a safer and more just society for 

all.

NATIONAL 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

n a move to strengthen 
h u m a n  r i g h t s  
protection in Nigeria, I

the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) is set 
to collaborate with the 
Nigerian Bar Association-
Human Rights Institute 
(NBA-HRI) to address 
pressing human rights 
concerns, particularly 
a f fec t i ng  vu lne rab le  
population like children in 
conflict with the law and 
women affected by violence. 
The NBA-HRI delegation, led by its 

rdSecretary the 3  Vice President of the 
NBA, Zainab Aminu Garba, said the 
purpose of the visit was to discuss 
alternative care options for children in 
detention, emphasizing the need for 
children's homes, especially in Northern 
Nigeria. 
The delegation also advocated for the 

creation of family courts to ensure swift 
justice for victims of Sexual and Gender 
Based Violence and other form of violence 
against women.
“This initiative aligns with the NBA-HRI's 
mission to promote, protect, and enforce 
human rights within the rule of law. By 
working together, the NHRC and NBA-HRI 
aim to create a safer and more just 
environment for all Nigerians”. Garba 
added.

The Executive Secretary of 
the Commission Dr. Tony 
Ojukwu OFR, SAN pledged 
the Commitment of the 
NHRC to collaborate with the 
NBA-HRI, recognizing the 
importance of providing 
alternative care for children 
in detention and supporting 
victims of violence against 
women. 
Dr.  Ojukwu who was 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  

Overseeing Officer of the 
NHRC Human Rights Institute Prof. 
Osongorua Udombana said the 
partnership marks a significant step 
towards strengthening human rights 
protection in Nigeria.

He emphasised the need for stakeholders 

to implement the existing laws laid down 

for the protection of women and children 

in Nigeria to enable them perform better 

in the society.
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Bauchi State Office:

No. 20, Old Airport 

Road,GRA, Bauchi,

Bauchi State.

Tel: 0802 3400439

Abia State Office:

No. 9, Item Street,

Off Calabar Road, 

Umuahia, Abia State.

Tel: 0803 3473732

Enugu State Office: 

No. 3, Ezeagu Street, 

New Haven, Enugu, 

Enugu State.

Tel: 0803 7722569

Katsina State Office:
No. 103, Nagogo Rd, 
Near Old Nitel Office
GRA, Katsina, 
Katsina State.
Tel: 0803 1166282

Borno State Office:

No. 4, Bama Road, 

Maiduguri,

Borno State.

Tel: 0806 7833036

Lagos State Office:

17, Balogun Street, 

Off Kudirat Abiola Way,

Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos State,

Tel: 0803 7213380

Oyo State Office:
Room 129/130, First
Floor Federal
Secretariat Complex, 
Agodi GRA, Ikoloba
Ibadan, Oyo State.
Tel: 0703 1555539 

Bayelsa State Office:
Ground Floor, Dr.
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan
Federal Secretariat
Complex, Ox-Bow
Lake, Yenegoa, 
Bayelsa State.
Tel: 0803 5424022

Jigawa State Office:

Ibrahim Aliyu Bypass,

Along Federal University,

Opp. Awaji Global 

Service Filling Station

Dutse,Jigawa State.

Tel: 0803 0637049

Kaduna State Office:

Baron House, 

Muh’d Buhari Way,

Formerly No, 14 Waff Rd,

Kaduna, Kaduna State.

Tel: 0803 7739448

Edo State Office:
No. 185 Pedrochi House
Sapele Road, After
Dumez Junction, 
Benin City, Edo State.
Tel: 0901 4329537
      0806 9319592

Cross River State Office:

No. 43, Mekenge Layout, 

Off Marian Road Calabar, 

Cross River State.

Tel: 0803 6755179

      0817 5722286

Akwa Ibom State Office:

No. 160m Nwaniva Rd 

Uyo, Akwa Ibom State.

Tel: 0803 7876516

      0817 2681929

Ebonyi State Office:
61, Nnorom Street
(Old State Secretariat)
Mile 50, Abakaliki, 
Ebonyi State.
Tel: 0813 0011525

Kogi State Office:

Extreme End, Ojo Close,

Phase 2, Before WHO 

Office, Lokoja, 

Kogi State.

Tel: 0803 3645844

Ondo State Office:

Road M, House No. 6 

2nd Gate,Oba-Ile 

Housing Estate, Old 

Airport Road, Akure.

Tel: 0803 6307849

Osun State Office:

Block L Plot 33, 

Oroki Housing

Estate, Oshogo, 

Osun State.

Tel: 0803 4949444

Plateau State Office:
Plot 12677, 
Laminga/Liberty 
Dam Rd, Opp. Civic 
Registration Office, 
Rikkos Village, Jos.
Tel: 0803 6849686

Rivers State Office:
203 Bonny Street,
Port-Harcourt, 
Rivers State.
Tel: 08036747115

Taraba State Office:

Magarmi Road, Hiwen 

Jalingo, 

Taraba State.

Tel: 0803 2862220

Zamfara State Office:

No. 109/110 Zamfara 

Trade Centre GRA, 

Opp. Filoworld Office, 

Sokoto Road, 

Gusau, Zamfara State.

Tel: 0706 4315164

Yobe State Office:
Federal Secretariat 
Complex, 1st Floor,
Opposite YBC, Gusau
Road, Damaturu, 
Yobe State.
Tel: 0803 5332628

Sokoto State Office:

No. 46 Garba Nadam

Road, Gowan, Nama

Area, Adjacent UDUTH

Sokoto, Sokoto State.

Tel: 0806 1575389

Niger State Office:

Abdullahi Kure House, 

Muazu Mohammed Rd, 

(Old Airport Road),

Minna, Niger State.

Tel: 0803 3365395, 

      0807 4186745

Kano State Office:

Plot 313, Gyadi-Gyadi, 

New Hospital Road, 

Opp. Mal. Aminu

Kano Teaching Hospital, 

Kano, Kano State.

Tel: 0803 2833051

Ekiti State Office:

Behind New CBN 

Office Complex, Off

New Iyin Road

Ado Ekiti, Ekiti State.

Tel: 0803 7038224 

Nasarawa State Office:

Behind Angel Academy, 

Off Alkali Street, Off Jos

Road, Lafia,

Nasarawa State.

Tel: 0803 3427443

Kwara State Office:

No. 3 Old Jebba Road, 

Opposite Ministry of 

Agriculture Ilorin,

Kwara State.

Tel: 0706 8468408

Kebbi State Office:

Abubakar Musa 

Garkuwa Street,

Gesse Phase 1,

Birnin-Kebbi. 

Tel: 0806 5829312

Ogun State Office:
4, Alani Opaleye Drive,
Olrunsogo Apo 
Community, Pepsi,
Abeokuta, Ogun State.
Tel: 0802 3649253
      0704 9937170

Benue State Office:

MDGs Office Complex, 

Kaunum Acka Street, 

Old GRA, Makurdi.

Tel: 081 36730830

Gombe State Office:
No. 68, 69 & 70, 
Ground Floor,
362, 363 & 364 3rd Floor, 
Federal Secretariat Complex 
Behind Motor Park, Gombe, 
Gombe State.
Tel: 0703 0584926

Abia State Office:
Hon. Maduka Enemuo, 
Street, Agu-Awka,
Adjacent to Peace
Corps Building, Enugu/
Onisha Expressway, 
 Tel: 0803 3766058 

Adamawa State Office:

1st Floor, Office No. 175-

175b, Federal Secretariat

Road, Yola, Adamawa State

Tel: 0703 1831522

       0802 5498292

Delta State Office:

No. 10, Maryam 

Babangida Way,

Opp. State Universal Basic

Education Board, (SUBEB),

Asaba, Delta State.

Tel: 0803 9463100
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Imo State Office:

Port Harcourt Road

Avu Junction, Owerri

Imo State. 

Tel: 0706 1148314

Abuja Metropolitan Office: No. 8, Sina Balogun Close, Off Galilee Street, Karu, Abuja. Tel: 0803 5956068
Human Rights Institute Office: Tonimas Estate, 2201, Cadestral Zone, Liberty Road, Katambe, Abuja. Tel: 0803 6329968
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he Nat ional  Human Rights 

Commission (NHRC) has stated its 

readiness to go the extra mile in T
advocating for the realisation of the rights 

of women in Nigeria, recognising their 

critical role in well-being of individual 

citizens and national development.
The Executive Secretary of the 

Commission, Dr. Tony Ojukwu OFR, SAN 

stated this in Abuja when a delegation 

from Women of Great Minds Initiative 

(WOGRAM) paid a courtesy visit to the 

Commission. He noted that the NHRC 

realises the human rights challenges often 

faced by women and girls in every society 

including Nigeria and has strategically put 

mechanisms in place to tackle them.
Dr. Ojukwu who was represented by the 

Director Public Affairs in the NHRC, 

Fatimah Agwai Mohammed told the visiting 

delegation that the Commission is making 

deliberate efforts to deal with the 

increasing human rights violations across 

the nation.
He said the Commission operates a toll-

free number, 6472 to enable people reach 

out seamlessly to report any form of 

human right violation, this will enable the 

Commission to intervene immediately. 
The Chief Human Rights Officer of Nigeria 

used the opportunity to condemn the 

recent surge in cases of femicide and other 

human right abuses perpetrated against 

w o m e n  b y  

t he i r  c l o se  

r e l a t i v e s  

i n c l u d i n g  

spouses.
He described 

a s  h e a r t -

rending, the 

a l l e g e d  

harvesting of 

vital organs of 

w o m e n  b y  

people they 

t r u s t ,  t h e  

m u r d e r  o f  

Salome Adaidu by Timilehin AJayi a Gospel 

singer alleged to be her boyfriend, the 

setting ablaze of Mrs Chioma Nwanna by 

her husband Mr. Nwanna over alleged 

infidelity by the victim, the list is unending 

and this ugly trend must be addressed 

urgently he emphasised.
On the human rights situation in the 

country the learned Silk disclosed that the 

Commission receives an average of two 

million (2 million) complaints of human 

rights violations on annual basis, and of 

this number approximately 70% borders 

on violation of the rights of women and 

children.
He said the Commission is ever willing to 

partner with relevant organisations to 

NHRC GOES THE EXTRA MILE ON WOMEN's RIGHTS, AS 
WOGRAM SEEKS ITS PARTNERSHIP 

tackle issues of human rights pointing that 

the Commission cannot do it alone.
In the same vein, a Deputy Director in the 

department of Women and Children, Mrs. 

Rosemary Igboyi said that the Commission 

does not take the issue of women and 

children for granted. According to her, the 

Commission created a specialised 

department to deal with the issues of SGBV 

and had also appointed a focal officer on 

women.
Mrs Igboyi said that the Commission 

maintains an open-door policy with regard 

to collaborations with Civil Society 

Organisations and Non-governmental 

Organisations including other key 

stakeholders to towards realising its 

mandate.
Earlier, the leader of the delegation and 

Founder of WOGRAM, Mrs. Margaret Udoh 

said the purpose of the visit was to seek 

partnership with the NHRC to create more 

human rights awareness for women and 

further protect their rights in all facets of 

the society. 
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