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FG REAFFIRMS ITS COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE ENABLING ENVIRONMENT
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION IN NIGERIA

-- As Justice Minister, Prince Lateef Fagbemi, SAN Commissions NHRC's Lagos State Office at Ikeja

he Federal
Government

has reiterated
its commitment to the
promotion, protection
and enforcement of
human rights in
Nigeria by providing
the enabling

environment for the
National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) to effectively realize its mandate.

The Government also promised to
support the NHRC to own its offices
nationwide to further entrench its
independence and strengthen its strive
to protect the rights of citizens.

The Honorable Attorney General of the
Federation (AGF) and Minister of Justice,
Prince Lateef Olasunkanmi, SAN who made
this statement on the occasion of the
commissioning of the Lagos State office of
the NHRC noted that the operational
independence of the Commission has been
futher strengthened with the construction
of its own offices.

"Under the Paris Principles, such national
human rights institutions are to be
independent in the execution of their
mandate, structure and operations".

Newly commissioned NHRC Building in Lagos

Section 6(3) of the NHRC Act 1995 as
amended, stipulates that the Commission in
carrying out it's mandate and operations
shall not be subject to the control of any
authority or person, he added.

"Accordingly, the ownership of their place of
operations (office) constitutes an important
aspect of their independence. I am happy to
say that since this administration, the
government has not interfered with the

independence of the Commission", the

AGF said.

The Chief Law Officer of the Federation
noted that in fact, during the last
dissolution of Boards of all parastatals, the
government exempted the Governing
Council of the Commission from the
general dissolution of Federal Government
Boards due to its independence under the
enabling Act and the Paris Principles.

Continued on Page 3 —>»

AFRICAN COURT, EC'OWAS COURT PARTNER NHRC TO TACKLE RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

he National
Human Rights
Commission

(NHRC) has said that
collaborating with the
ECOWAS Court of
Justice and the African
Court on Human and
Peoples' Rights will
facilitate the promotion
and protection of
human rights across the
African Continent. This
initiative aims to
address the persisting
high levels of human
rights violations,
particularly in recent
times.

The Executive Secretary
of the Commission, Dr.

L Y

From 3rd Right ES. NHRC Dr. Tony Ojukwu, OFR, SAN, 2nd Right
Yusuf Danmadami of the ECOWAS Court, 4th right Dr. Horace Segnoma
from African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights flanked by
management staff of the Commission and other stakeholders
Tony Ojukwu OFR, SAN who stated this in  of African Court on Human and Peoples'
Abuja when he received a joint delegation Rights (Arusha, Tanzanian) and ECOWAS

Court of Justice (Abuja, Nigeria),
noted that the two Courts play
complementary roles as far as
the mandate of the NHRC and
other National Human Rights
Institutions (NHRIs) are
concerned.

According to the Chief Human
Rights Officer of the
Commission, "a Court of Justice
is @ major environment for the
promotion and protection of
human rights", adding that since
Member nations of ECOWAS and
AU desire justice, these two
Courts, ECOWAS Court of
Justice and African Court on
Human and Peoples' Rights were
established.

He raised concerns about how
the legal system sometimes falls
short in delivering real justice, highlighting
Continued on Page 2 —»
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NHRC RECOUNTS EFFORTS TO ADDRESS HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS AS DEPUTY PROSEC'UTOR I CC VISITS

he National

Commission (NHRC) has reiterated its

commitment to cooperate with the
government and other stakeholders to tackle
human rights violations including the ones
occasioned by the insurgency and counter-
insurgency operations in Nigeria.

The Executive Secretary (ES) of the
Commission, Chief Tony Ojukwu OFR, SAN
stated this when he received a delegation
from the International Criminal Court (ICC)
who were on a working visit to the Country.

While addressing the team led by the Deputy
Prosecutor of the ICC, Mame Mandiaye
Niang to the Headquarters of the
Commission, the ES said the Commission
had always demonstrated its readiness to
monitor, document and address all forms of
human rights violations such as Sexual and
Gender-Based Violence (SGBV),
kidnappings, Kkillings, Police brutality,
infanticides, etc.

“It will be recalled that the Commission had
set up a number of investigative panels on
human rights violations such as the Special
Investigation Panel on Sexual and Gender-
Based Violence (2019), two independent
investigative panels on Special Anti-Robbery
Squad (SARS) and other units of the Nigeria
Police Force (2018 and 2020), and
Independent Investigative Panel on Human
Rights Violations in Counter-Insurgency
Operations in the North East Nigeria (2023)”,
the Executive Secretary stated.

On the report of the North East panel, the
Human Rights Advocate informed the ICC

Human Rights :

[ i Al .
ES NHRC Dr. Tony Ojukwu, OFR, SAN, presenting the NAP document to the
Deputy Prosecutor ICC Mame Mandiaye Niang

delegation that the panel and its secretariat
had been working hard to unravel the truth in
the Reuters four-part reports which alleged
that the Nigerian Military was involved in a
systematic, secret and illegal abortions
resulting in the termination of over 10,000
pregnancies, mass killing of children and
other forms of SGBV in the course of its
counter-insurgency operations in the North
East Nigeria between 2013 and 2021.

The Chief Accounting Officer of the
Commission used the opportunity to inform

the Deputy Prosecutor and his team that the
Commission presently receives over two
million complaints annually with a budget of
five billion naira (N5 billion) in the current
year.

On the profiling, investigation and trial of
Boko Haram suspects who allegedly
wreaked havoc and committed a myriad of
human rights violations in the Country, the
Executive Secretary said that a lot has
already been done by the Commission in

collaboration with the Office of the Attorney
Continued on Page 3 —>»

> Continued from Page 1 AFRICAN COURT, ECOWAS COURT PARTNER NHRC TO TACKLE RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

that despite people's efforts to seek justice
in court, many struggle to afford legal help,
due to lack of resources to secure legal
representation.

All these hurdles, the Executive Secretary
said, have been taken care of by NHRISs like
the NHRC where indigent Citizens can easily
bring their human rights complaints and
they are resolved within a short time.

Briefing the delegation on the operations of
the Commission, the erudite lawyer stated
that the System the Commission operates is
hinged on the principles of fair hearing
where parties involved in a matter are given
substantial fair hearing.

He also informed the Envoys that the
Commission had successfully investigated a
series of human rights violations including
setting up Investigation panels on Sexual
and Gender-Based Violence and alleged
massive Human Rights abuses by some
personnel of the Nigerian Police Force.

Similarly, he told the regional and sub-
regional delegations that the NHRC just
concluded investigations into allegations of
human rights violations against the Nigerian
Army in the ongoing counter-insurgency
operations in the North East, and that the
report of the panel is being awaited.

Reuters, a foreign media Organization had in
2021 published a report that the Nigerian
Army was involved in a systematic, secret and
forced abortion programme in the course of its
counter-insurgency operations in the North
East Nigeria resulting in the termination of
over 10,000 pregnancies, massive killing of
children and other forms of gender-based
violence against women.

The Executive Secretary said that the
Commission set up an investigative panel
which had conducted hearing in Abuja and
parts of the North East that were mentioned in
Reuters report and that the panel will soon
make its findings public just like it did in SARS
and SGBV investigations.

He used the opportunity to inform the
delegation that Nigeria adopted the National
Action Plan which will ensure compliance to
human rights principles and practices in the
Country, including in the area of Business and
Human Rights where companies,
Multinational Corporations, etc are mandated
to demonstrate compliance to human rights in
the environment where they operate.

He also assured the two Groups that the
Commission will make extra effort to ensure
Nigeria's full compliance to the African Charter
on Human and Peoples' Rights especially as it
relates to individuals and NGOs having the

right to bring complaints before the African
Court.

Earlier, ECOWAS Court had stated that the aim
of the visit is to further understand each
other's work, collaborate and exchange best
practices among the institutions, ECOWAS
Court of Justice, African Court on Human and
Peoples' Rights and the National Human
Rights Commission.

Also, in his remarks at the occasion, Head of
Legal Division of African Court on Human and
Peoples' Rights, Dr. Horace Segnonna said the
essence of the visit was to further engage with
each other to deepen human rights promotion
and protection on the Continent.

According to him, both the NHRC and African
Court on Human and Peoples' Rights have a
role to play in upholding human rights
including to assist people to seek redress
when their rights are violated.

He made reference to a toxic waste dumped in
Cote d'Ivoire which caused the death of 17
persons and according to him should be a
liability to the State.

He emphasized on corporate accountability
and coordinated reporting of human rights
violations on the Continent saying that
institutions are created for the benefit of the
people to have improved access to justice.
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NHRC COMMITTED TO IMPLEMENTING SARS REPORT, OJUKWU TELLS
BRITISH DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER

he National Human Rights
Commission is committed to
collaborating with relevant
stakeholders to ensure the implementation

of the SARS report in line with the provisions
of the law.

The Executive Secretary of the Commission,
Dr. Tony Ojukwu (SAN) who stated this when
he received the British Deputy High
Commissioner to Nigeria, Mrs. Gill Lever Obe
noted that apart from the NHRC SARS panel
that sat in Abuja, 29 other SARS panels were
set up in various states of the federation.

According to the Executive Secretary, upon
conclusion of the NHRC's Special
Independent Investigation Panel on
Allegations of Human Rights Violations by
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) and
other Units of the Nigeria Police Force, the
Commission paid close to N500 million as
compensation to the victims of police
brutality.

However, the Human Rights Advocate
informed the Deputy High Commissioner
and her entourage that of the 29 States that
established the SARS panels only Lagos and
Ekiti State have paid compensations to
victims.

The Chief Executive Officer of the NHRC

informed the British Envoy that the NHRC
had earlier submitted the original case file to
the Office of the Attorney General of the
Federation and Minister of Justice on
request. He stated that the Office of the
Attorney General of the Federation has
indicated that it will reinvestigate the SARS
incidents before taking any necessary action.

Similarly, Dr. Ojukwu told the Deputy High
Commissioner that the NHRC's investigation
into allegations of human rights violations
contained in the Reuters report has been
concluded even though the investigation
report is being awaited.

The Executive Secretary also informed the
visiting Emissary of the various efforts by the
Commission to ensure improved
participation of women in politics and
elections in Nigeria.

For example, he mentioned the Bill
sponsored by the Commission with the
support of other stakeholders that sought to
designate one additional Senatorial seat for
women in the 36 States of the federation and
one-third of the House of Representatives
seats in every State for women.

The Chief Human Rights Officer of Nigeria
stated that the failure of the Bill to pass in the
National Assembly was attributed to men

arguing it was discriminatory, he said there is
plans for further persuasion to address the
gender representation imbalance in the
government.

The Secretary of the Special Independent
Investigative Panel on Human Rights
Violations in Counter-Insurgency Operations
in North East Nigeria, Mr. Hilary Ogbonna,
told the Deputy High Commissioner the
challenge posed by Reuters' refusal to attend
the panel's invitation, citing jurisdictional
concerns. Despite this setback, the panel
managed to proceed with its investigations
by gathering testimonies from various
relevant parties, including high-ranking
Nigerian Army officials, personnel from state
institutions, international NGOs, traditional
leaders, and community members in Borno,
Adamawa, and Yobe states.

Earlier, the British Deputy High
Commissioner had informed the Executive
Secretary and his management team that
they were in the Commission to ascertain the
status of critical allegations of human rights
violations in the Country.

She said that the British High Commission is
interested in knowing what the NHRC is
doing to address these human rights
violations in Nigeria.

B> Continued from Page 1 FG REAFFIRMS ITS COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION IN NIGERIA

In her opening remarks, the Chairperson of
the Governing Council of the NHRC,
Dr.Salamatu Suleiman, ficmc, thanked the
Honorable Attorney General of the
Federation and Minister of Justice, and other
highly distinguished guests for gracing the
occasion on the completion and
commissioning of the Lagos State office of
the NHRC in Alausa, Ikeja Lagos.

According to the senior lawyer, the history of
the realization of this project needs to be told
as a testimony of the determination of the
Commission to strengthen its operations and
independence.

She recalled that the Commission was
established through the NHRC Act 1995 as
amended and that in its determination to
entrench its independence from the

B Continued from Page 2

beginning, the Commission commenced its
daily operations from its own independently
owned buildings in the six geo-political zonal
headquarters of Lagos, Enugu, Port
Harcourt, Kano, Jos and Maiduguri between
1996 and 2002.

"Over time however, the acquired Lagos
office building was no longer befitting and
structurally fit to meet the challenges and
demands of a modern office suitable for the
operations of a national human rights
institution like the Commission.

The need for inclusivity and diversity in the
working environment of the Commission
necessitated a new office structure after 23
years of the acquisition of the Lagos office
building and the other zonal headquarters",
the Chairperson narrated.

NHRC RECOUNTS EFFORTS T0 ADDRESS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AS DEPUTY PROSECUTOR ICC VISITS

General of Federation and Minister of Justice.

He informed the team that many of the Boko
Haram suspects have been tried at Kaiji
Barracks (in Niger State) and that more trials
are being awaited amid security concerns,
recalling that the government is very much
worried about the security situation in some
parts of the Country.

The Commission's budget, the Executive
Secretary stated, is not enough to
comprehensively discharge the onerous
mandate of the Commission especially as it
relates to investigations, facilities
maintenance, expenditures on energy and

staff salaries and allowances which gulps
about half of the budget.

Earlier, the Deputy Prosecutor of ICC, Niang
said the idea behind the visit is to “hear from
you on how you go about your business”
concerning the various issues of human
rights violations in Nigeria.

According to the ICC Senior Official, the work
of the Commission is not simple because in
the course of investigation, accessing the
suspects or witnesses could be an issue, that
is why collaboration and the spirit of
complementarity becomes imperative
towards achieving good results.

She observed that things like ramps, lifts,
mediation rooms and conference rooms have
become key components of any structure for
conducting business by a national human
rights institution like ours.

The project, she stated, was fully funded by
the Federal Government of Nigeria with no
donor support.

"The Commission is indeed grateful to the
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
the Budget office of the Federation, the
National Assembly for appropriating funds for
the execution of this laudable project. It is our
fervent hope that the dream of realizing.the
construction of the remaining State offices of
the Commission will soon be a reality", she
added.

In his speech at the occasion, the Executive
Secretary of the NHRC, Dr. Tony Ojukwu OFR,
SAN said the Commission had identified the
ownership of its offices as one of the indices of
its independence under the Paris principles
from inception, but due to inadequate
financial resources in the Commission, it could
not continue on the trajectory of owning all its
offices, the way it had started at inception
from 1996 to 2002.

"It is hoped that by the end of this year, the
Commission will be completing at least 8 of
the 9 projects while the 9th project will
hopefully be completed before the end of
2025. The delivery period has been 4 to 5
years. This is due to the lean financial
resources available to the Commission", the
Executive Secretary stated.
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NEW UN RESIDENT COORDINATOR ASSURES NHRC OF FULL COOPERATION

he new United Nations Resident and

Humanitarian Coordinator (RC), Mr.

Mohamed MalickFall has assured the
National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) of the full cooperation of his Office
to improve the promotion and protection of
human rights in Nigeria.
The UN Envoy who stated this in Abuja &
when he led his team on a familiarization =
visit to the NHRC assured the Commission &
of a better and improved workingj
relationship that would enhance theg
enjoyment of human rights in the Country.
The RC highlighted that the NHRC has
forged remarkable collaborations and "
fostered strong relationships with the UN. "
The official expressed a steadfast
commitment to further enhance the
collaboration and elevate the partnership to
greater heights.
The High-ranking UN Official said that the
core mandate of the UN revolves around
development, humanitarian work and
peacebuilding, adding that "advancing such

ES NHRC Dr. Tony Ojukwu presenting UDHR anniversary board to the UN Resident
. ; 2 and Humanitarian Coordinator Mr. Mohammed Malick Fall
human rights agenda is not an option" but

something we must undertake. International Community at large. are two panels on Special Anti-Robber
He therefore restated the readiness of the E@rlier, the Executive Secretary National Squad (SARS) of the Nigeria Police Force
UN to collaborate with the Commission to Human Rights Commission, Dr. Tony (2018 and 2020), Special Independent
address issues about Economic, Social and Ojukwu OFR, SAN who welcomed the RC Investigation Panel on Sexual and Gender-
Cultural Rights, Women and Children and and his entourage listed some of the major Based Violence and Special Independent
Vulnerable Group among several others. interventions of the NHRC to address Investigative Panel on Human Rights
The RC observed that Nigeria is strategic to human rights violations in the Country. Violations in Counter-Insurgency
the realisation of human rights on the The Chief Human Rights Officer of Nigeria Operations in North East, Nigeria.

African Continent and beyond considering informed the delegation that the Similarly, the Human Rights Adviser to the
Commission had earlier set up four panels Executive Secretary, Mr Hilary Ogbonna

its size, land mass and demography, saying ) N ’ o
of investigation to tackle the emerging told the RC that the Commission has

that if Nigeria succeeds it will impact on the > : :
rest of the African region and the human rights issues across the Nation.

The panels, the Executive Secretary stated, pointing out that the major challenge has
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Abia State Office:
No. 6, Chukwu Avenue,
By Ikot Epene Rd,
Umuahia, Abia State.
Tel: 09033473732

Benue State Office:
MDGs Office Complex,
Kaunum Acka Street,
Old GRA, Makurdi.
Tel: 08136730830

Ekiti State Office:
Iyin Road, Basiri,
Ado Ekiti,

Ekiti State.

Tel: 0803 4100285,
0818 6885278

Kano State Office:
Plot 313, Gyadi-Gyadi,
New Hospital Rd,

Opp. Mal. Aminu

Kano Teaching Hospital,|
Kano.

Tel: 08032833051

Nasarawa State Office:
Old Lafia Hotel,

By Government

House, Shendam Road,
Lafia,Nasarawa State.

Tel: 08033639276

Plateau State Office:
Plot 12677,
Laminga/Liberty

Dam Rd, Opp. Civic
Registration Office,
Rikkos Village, Jos.

Tel: 08033453245

Adamawa State Office:
Room 175a/b,

First Floor, Federal
Secretariat Complex,
Yola Road,

Adamawa State.

Tel: 07031831522

Borno State Office
No. 4 Bama Road,
Opp. UMTH Maiduguri,
Borno State.

Tel:0 8023249820

Enugu State

Hon. Enemuo Maduka Street]
Off Onitsha Enugu Express
Adjacent to Peace

Corp Building, Aqu Akwa
Enugu, Enugu State.

Tel: 08072763456

Katsina State Office:
No. 3, Nagogo Rd,
GRA, Katsina,

Katsina State.

Tel: 08060112370

Kebbi State Office:

Niger State Office:
Abdullahi Kure House,|
Muazu Moh'd Rd,
(Old Airport Road),
Minna, Niger State.
Tel: 08033365395,
08074186745

T —
Ogun State Office

Rivers State Office:
No. 2, Temple
Ejekwe Close,

Off Portharcourt/Aba
Express Way,
Port-Harcourt,

Rivers State.

Tel: 08036747115
————————————

Anambra State.
Tel: 08067874450

Education Board, (SUBEB),
Asaba, Delta State.
Tel: 0806 5388056

Station, Owerri,
Imo State.
Tel: 08039494207

Former (Peace Corps Office),
Lokoja, Kogi State.
Tel: 08033645844

Housing Estate, Old
Airport Road, Akure.
Tel: 08036307849

Akwa Ibom State Office:] cross River State Office] Gombe State Office Sokoto State Office:
No. 160m Nwaniva Rdmf No. 39, Okoro Agbor, [ No. 15, Buhari Housing | APUPakar Musa No. 25, Kuforji Investment House,
Uyim Akwa Thom State, | Ibom Layout, Calabar; | Estate, Old GRA, garkuv;ah Strelet, glljgbt')Stfst' s Kano Road,
Tel: 0803 5403780 Cross River State. Gombe, Gombe State. _"-Sf'e_ GER 4 igbe, Abeokuta,  § o1 it0, Sokoto State.

Tel: 0803 7135494 Tel: 08032862220 Birnin-Kebbi. Ogun State. Tel: 07039356635

Tel: 08065829312 Tel: 08035813007

‘Anambra State Office: | Delta State Office: IN':°75:4“:; Office: | Kogi State Ondo State Office: [Taraba State Office:
o G| S | o [ e e 06 [ s e
Old Secretariat, Awka, | opp. State Universal Basic gg'tti’;,la ;:éic?pp. Ibaji Road, Off Ganaja Road, 2] Cli Ol Jalingo,

Taraba State.
Tel: 08032862220

Bauchi State Office:
No. 1, Dukku Close Off

Ebonyi State Office:
No. 38, Onwe Road,

Jigawa State Office:
G9, Western Blk
Behind Radio

Kwara State Office:
No. 3 Old Jebba Rd,

Osun State Office:
Block L Plot 33,
Oroki Housing

Yobe State Office
1st Floor Building Complex|
Gashua Road,

Yenezue Epie,
Yenegoa, Bayelsa State.
Tel: 0803 5424022

Near Itohan Gramma School
Benin City, Edo State
Tel: 08035970230

Formerly No, 14 Waff Rd,|
Kaduna, Kaduna State.
Tel: 08037739448

Street, Wema Bod Estate,
Adeniyi Jones Avenue,
Tkeja, Lagos State.

Tel: 08037213380

Federal Secretariat
Complex Ikolaba Area,
Agodi Ibadan Oyo State.
Tel: 08033741312

Gongola Street,New GRA, e : Opposite Ministry of
Bauchi, Bauchi State. ?bﬁka“fl' Eb;){lylzstate. Jigawa, Dutse, ] Agriculture Ilorin. Estate, Oshogo, Opp. YTV Station
08023400439 €l: 0813 0011525 figawa State. Tel: 07068468408 | Osun State. Damaturu, Yobe State.

Tel: 08030637049 Tel: 08168504760 Tel:08035332628

- =
Bayelsa State Office: ﬁd"l%?t; gfﬁ‘;]?H Kaduna State Office: | Lagos State Office: | Oyo State Office Zamfara State Office
No. 69, Saptex Road, | 1o 185 (Pedrochiouse) - Baron House, No. 20 Olorunnimbe ~ |Rm 199-200 First Floor JNo- 109/110 Zamfara
Sapele Road, Muh'd Buhari Way, Trade Centre GRA,

Opp. Filoworld
Office, Sokoto Road,
Gusau.

Tel: 07064315164

several ongoing human rights projects,

always been funding.

He told the RC that the Commission is
willing to partner with UN towards
improving on the existing projects and
establishing new ones to further enhance
human rights protection in the Country.
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